During the month of February 2020, the Center for College
Access hosted a series of Black History Month events celebrating
a theme of ‘Resistance.’ Acknowledging that Black History is
often taught through the tragedies of oppression, our students
were empowered to understand, “Wherever there is oppression,
there will always be “RESISTANCE.”

Black History Month District Calendar

The Center for College Access created a district-wide Black History Month PowerPoint calendar as a resource for
morning announcements and classroom instruction.
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Black History Month 2020 District Calendar excerpt.



HBCU Door Decorating Contest

LEAP Academy Junior High teachers facilitated hallway decor in honor of America's Historically Black Colleges and
Universities, providing our students with valuable college knowledge connected to the rich culture and heritage of
African American education.

Left to right: Ms. Gartland, 8" grade ELA teacher, and her homeroom won 1° place in the door decorating contest; followed in 2™
place by Ms. Booker, 8" grade Science teacher; and 3™ place winner Ms. Kaur, 7" grade Social Studies teacher.

Black Lives Matter in Schools (February 4, 2020)

Students, grades 8 — 11, participated in poetry readings at a Rutgers University “Speak Up!” event in support of Black
Lives Matter in Schools.

Antonio Vadell (11" grade), Breon Green-Lynch (8" grade), and Abriana Ramirez (8" grade) share their original poetry with LEAP
Academy students, Rutgers Students, and Rutgers faculty.



Lecture Event: A History of Resistance (February 6, 2020)
Students attended a lecture on:

o The historical relationship between oppression and resistance through the lens of Black History in America.
Students and teachers were encouraged to discuss this relationship further through other lenses/themes/events
present in American and World History, like the Colonialism of Indigenous People, the Holocaust, and the Caste
System in India.

e The role of Black Women who have championed the fights/campaigns/movements against the oppression of
African Americans.

This program focused on the role of Black Women as leaders of change in America, as 2020 is the 100-year
anniversary of the 19th Amendment which granted women the right to vote. Additionally, this conversation
created a starting point to transition into Women's History Month in March.

Students, grades 7 — 11, attend lecture on the history of Black Resistance in America at the Junior High Lecture Hall.

Black 2020: Where Are We and Where Are We Going?

Students, grade 8 — 11, attended a panel discussion at Rutgers University, moderated by Dr. Wayne Glasker, about issues
affecting the African American community as we move closer to the 2020 presidential election.

Our students pose for a picture with Dr. Glasker and the panelists at Rutgers University.



Hip Hop Day (February 14, 2020)

Students participated in an assembly about the history and culture of Hip Hop with local Camden artists. Our students
learned about:

The historical significance of Hip Hop as an American art form and culture.

Hip Hop Culture evolved as a means of resistance to oppression by marginalized communities in New York
throughout the 1970's. The Hip Hop aesthetic eventually grew to influence popular culture--music, art, fashion,
etc.--on a global scale.

The connection between Hip Hop Culture, African Diaspora, and the music of the African Diaspora.

Common themes across musical genres of the African Diaspora--from West Africa to the Caribbean, to the United
States--include improvisation, call and response, drums, polyrhythm, dance, and cyphers/circles/ring shout
derivations. Hip Hop rises from Jamaican influences (among many others) such as "dubbing" and "toasting," yet
also influences later genres within the African Diaspora such as Reggaeton.

The connection between college and success in the Hip Hop Industry.

While many students may view the Hip Hop Industry as a way to circumnavigate college attendance, there are
many successful Hip Hop artists, producers, and entrepreneurs who have attended college. Additionally, many
students may view the Hip Hop Industry as one simply composed of "rappers," yet there are many different
careers and pathways within this business.

Students, grades 6 — 11, participate in Hip Hop Day at the Junior High Lecture Hall.



Meet Captain Irving (February 19)

Captain Barrington Irving, the youngest pilot in history to fly solo around the world in a single-engine airplane, visited
the Lower School to speak to 2nd and 3rd grade students about the importance of making a difference and being
persistent in the pursuit of our dreams and goals.
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2" and 3™ grade students meet Captain Irving in the Lower School gymnasium.

African American Read-In (February 20, 2020)

Parents and Camden city community members visited K-3 classrooms to read to our students.



Black History Extravaganza (February 21, 2020)

Our 5th to 9th grade students put on a spectacular Black History Extravaganza for students and parents under the
direction of 8th grade science teacher and Hampton University Alum, Ms. Alana Booker. Showcasing fashion, spoken
word poetry, song, dance and live sketching, the show explored themes of resistance throughout various important eras
in Black history. Thank you Ms. Booker, teachers, parents, and students who worked together to stage a great
performance!

Students and families, grades 4 — 11, participate in the Black Extravaganza.



Teaching Black History: A Student Perspective (February 26, 2020)

Mr. Rafael Miranda and the Puerto Rican Arts Center hosted College Access and our student panel in the new Hip Hop
Art Installation. Students from grades 8 to 12 discussed the successes and challenges associated with how Black History
is taught and learned in the classroom, at home, and through social media. This event was an interactive digital
assembly. Students and teachers were able to watch from classrooms with the ability to post questions for the panel.

Students, grades 8 — 12, discuss pedagogy and cultural competence in the age of social media.



Lower School Walking Museum (February 27, 2020)

Lower School teachers facilitated student research into famous African Americans who have created positive change in
across the globe. Our students dressed up as these notable figures and presented their findings to other grade levels.

Lower School students present their findings to the student body.

STEM (4-5) HBCU Living Wax Museum

Students, grades 4 — 5, conducted research on 12 Historically Black Colleges and Universities (HBCU’s), along with
notable alumni from each school. Our students then created and displayed presentations and dressed up as the
distinguished alumni in an assembly for grades 4 — 6.

Students, grades 4 — 6, participate in an HBCU Living Wax Museum Fair.



Lower School Closing Ceremony (February 27, 2020)

Lower School teachers organized a dance and poem recital in order to teach our students about African American
culture, social justice, and the importance of making our voices heard.

“I Have Dream” at the Gordon Theater (February 28, 2020)

STEM (4 - 5) students attended a theater performance about the life of Dr. Martin Luther King and his philosophy of
nonviolent protest.

STEM (4 — 5) students visit the Gordon Theater to enjoy a performance about Dr. Martin Luther King.



